LIVING STONES
1Pet 2:4-6 “Come to him, to that living stone, rejected by men, but in God’s sight chosen and precious, and like living stones, be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

    This Word does not say that we are being built by God alone, but that we are to be built; very much a proactive situation. This so often involves us being with people and in situations we're not very comfortable with. By nature, we’re very much inclined to want to just stay with those we feel most at ease with, and to be in places we’re familiar with.
    But it is those awkward situations that we really need to be in; around people that can make us feel decidedly uncomfortable; because it’s, all too often, these occasions which our God uses to shape us into what he wants us to be. We can so easily be grieving the Holy Spirit by remaining separate, aloof and comfortable in our own little groups, and so, not allowing ourselves to be exposed to the tools which our God wishes to use on us in his work yard or quarry. 
    We read in:
1Kings 6:7 “When God’s house was being built, it was with stone prepared at the quarry, so that neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron was heard in the temple (at the temple site) while it was being built.”
    We must realise we are being shaped in those places, and by those people, which our God decides we need, if we are to be fitted perfectly into HIS design, for HIS living temple. 
    This spiritual work yard, this quarry, is right here where we live. We read in:
2Cor 3:17-18 “The Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty, and we all, with open or unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another. And this comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
    And that quarry work continues, as we read in;

Col 2:12-17 “We were buried with Christ Jesus in baptism, in which we were also raised with him through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. And we who were dead in the trespasses and uncircumcision of our flesh, God made alive, together with him; having forgiven us all our trespasses, having cancelled the bond which stood against us with its legal demands; this he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the principalities and powers, and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in the cross of Christ.

    Therefore, let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food or drink, or with regard to a festival, a new moon, or a Sabbath. These are only a shadow of what is to come, the substance belongs to Christ.”

    We need to remember that, while the quarry is right here on this earth, the temple site, the New Jerusalem, is being built in heaven. We’re told in; 
Rev. 21:2-3 “I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride for her husband, and I heard a voice from the throne saying, “The dwelling place of God is with men. He shall dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself will be with them.”

    But we need, by faith in the truth of our God’s Word, to let the Lord do his work, because, if we don’t live our lives here on the basis of the truths we’ve just read about, then these wonderful things will never become a living reality in our lives. 
    They will remain as just theoretical statements, unrelated directly to our everyday lives. We will be unable to be led by our God into situations where we’re not comfortable, and to spend worthwhile time with those of God’s people that we’re not at ease with. And of course we’ll never be able to allow the Spirit of God to use unbelievers to expose the not so nice things about us, which have to be chiseled off; a rather painful process at times!
    But we, as living stones, need to be properly and fully dressed so we can fit, without irritation; without rubbing each other up the wrong way as it were; into God’s structure. 
    All sides will be dressed smooth, except for one that is, because it is these facets which will be in eternal contact with the family of God. The one that’s left unchanged, in the rough, is the face which shows on the outside. That is our own face, the face seen by the world, and we must decide, in every situation, how it shows itself to other people.
    Does it show up as the old face of a very limited, very selective, natural love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control?
    Or does it show as the face of Christ Jesus; that new spiritual nature created in the likeness of God; with his unlimited, unrestrained, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control? (Gal 5:22)
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